University Libraries Annual Report 2018-2019 by University Libraries
The University of Southern Mississippi 
The Aquila Digital Community 
University Libraries Annual Report University Libraries 
2019 
University Libraries Annual Report 2018-2019 
University Libraries 
Follow this and additional works at: https://aquila.usm.edu/ulannualreport 
Recommended Citation 
University Libraries, "University Libraries Annual Report 2018-2019" (2019). University Libraries Annual 
Report. 5. 
https://aquila.usm.edu/ulannualreport/5 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Libraries at The Aquila Digital Community. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in University Libraries Annual Report by an authorized administrator of The Aquila 
Digital Community. For more information, please contact Joshua.Cromwell@usm.edu. 
U N I V E 
R S I T Y 
• L I B R 
A R I E S
F Y 2 0 1 8 - 1 9
A N N U A L
R E P O R T
S O U T H E R N  M I S S
The University of Southern Mississippi Libraries are places 
where students and faculty can advance their academic and 
professional goals with access to important scholarly publications 
and resources. We support cutting-edge research and quality 
teaching by providing access to information across all disciplines 
and at all levels of sophistication and complexity. Our services are 
delivered through the latest technology and well-trained faculty, 
staff and students.
We are well into the construction phase of the Cook Library 
renovation and improvements to the waterproofing of McCain 
Library and Archives. We are developing more inviting spaces for 
students to do their work and succeed in their studies. Our goal is 
that students and faculty will be able to access our services more 
easily and productively.
In the summer of 2019, University Libraries implemented new 
software that will make searching for and finding information 
more intuitive while improving productivity on the back end for 
library faculty and staff to manage our collections effectively. 
Students will be able to search our collections more thoroughly, 
and our staff will be able to make more informed decisions.  In 
short, our libraries will be able to serve our students and faculty 
better than ever before.
Finally, I am happy to share that an exhibit containing numerous 
pieces of our H. A. and Margret Rey collection, creators of 
Curious George, returned safely to campus this summer after 
being in Japan for two years at six different cities and venues.  
Over 150,000 people viewed the exhibits and were able to see 
some of the amazing artifacts we have in our Special Collections. 
We are always happy to share our collections with everyone -- 
our students and faculty on campus, our colleagues across the 
country, and our international friends across the globe. University 
Libraries has something for everyone.
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University Libraries provides a dynamic physical and virtual learning 
environment that supports the intellectual development and creativity of the 
University community. Joseph Anderson Cook Library, Special Collections, 
the Gulf Coast Library and the Gunter Library at the Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory offer services that meet information needs and support the 
research, teaching, learning and service of the University’s faculty, staff and 
students. An extensive website provides access to the Libraries’ holdings, 
including full-text and article databases, electronic journals and books, and 
digitized collections and services, such as reference and research assistance, 
tutorials and document delivery.
JOSEPH ANDERSON  
COOK LIBRARY
The Joseph Anderson Cook Library contains the 
principle holdings of books, journals, microforms, music, 
media and other materials, which support the research 
and instructional programs of the University. Cook 
Library has five floors of book stacks, study areas and 
computers, and access is provided to over five million 
books and microforms and over 150,000 journals. 
Library services, such as circulation, reference and 
interlibrary loan, can be found on the first and second 
floors with the collections being housed on all five floors. 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Special Collections offer a variety of historical resources 
ranging from 15th-century illuminated manuscripts to 
Civil War letters, civil rights documents and current 
Mississippiana. The University of Southern Mississippi’s 
Special Collections are located in the William David 
McCain Library, built in 1976. Four units comprise 
Special Collections: University Archives, Rare Books 
and Mississippiana, Historical Manuscripts and the de 
Grummond Children’s Literature Collection. Research 
services are directed from the Cleanth Brooks Reading 
Room and are available to the public and University 
community. Materials are discoverable through the 
online catalog and additional descriptive finding aids. 
GULF COAST LIBRARY
The Gulf Coast Library, located on the Gulf Park campus 
in Long Beach, has print and non-print materials that 
support the research and curriculum needs of the 
students, faculty and staff. All of the University Libraries’ 
electronic holdings are accessible to the students on the 
Gulf Coast, and materials are available for campus-to-
campus loan. The Gulf Coast Library includes 37,000 
volumes of curriculum resource materials and provides 
study space and access to computers throughout all 
three floors of the facility. 
GUNTER LIBRARY
The Gunter Library, located in the Richard L. Caylor 
Building at the Gulf Coast Research Laboratory (GCRL) 
in Ocean Springs, provides technical information for 
the research staff, resident faculty and students. A 
collection of 1,663 print journals and over 30,000 books, 
reprints, reports and gray literature, environmental 
impact statements; fishery management plans; and other 
materials supporting the research and teaching done by 
the Division of Coastal Sciences and GCRL scientific 
staff are available to support research, education and 
services in the coastal sciences. 
U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R I E S ’  H O L D I N G S 
1,501,875 
Titles held (all formats)
2,070,382 
Volumes held (all formats)
337,019 
E-books available
E N T R A N C E  C O U N T S
5,172 
Gunter Library
55,178 
Gulf Coast Library
525,413 
Cook Library
A B O U T
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U N I V E R S I T Y 
L I B R A R I E S 
R E C E I V E S
Repairs to McCain Library and Archives, home of University Libraries’ 
Special Collections, began in May 2019. In preparation for the project, 
approximately one-third of Special Collections’ holdings were moved to off-
site storage or relocated to other areas in the building. 
The project includes the replacement of water vapor 
barriers, the installation of new and improved French 
and patio drains, installation of new brick pavers, as well 
as painting the exterior of the building. These repairs 
will ensure the integrity and safety of the Libraries’ 
collections for future research. 
The project was completed in December 2019. 
Renovations to Joseph Anderson Cook Library began 
in June 2019 and will be ongoing through 2021. The 
project includes the replacement of the roof, updates 
to the heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) 
system, and remodeling of study spaces on the first and 
second floors. 
Included in this project is the addition of the Bower 
Academic Center, which will house the Student-Athlete 
Academic Center. The Bower Center serves Southern 
Miss’ nearly 350 student-athletes, and although its 
primary audience is athletes, many of the amenities will 
be available for use to students of all disciplines during 
certain times. This will increase the number of available 
study rooms in Cook Library.  
The Academic Advisement Center is also part of this 
project and will provide academic support services for 
students that includes selecting or changing majors and 
class scheduling.
“It’s going to be an improvement in a number of ways. 
It will make Cook Library a more central place to serve 
students in more ways than we already do,” John Eye, 
dean of University Libraries said. “In the end, this place 
will be much more inviting and much more functional.”
Gunter Library returned to the Caylor Building in 
January 2019 after a year-long renovation. Updates to the 
building included new lighting and ceilings and updated 
electrical, network service and fire suppression, as well 
as an upgrade to the HVAC system. 
While in its temporary facilities, Gunter Library 
maintained its regular schedule and continued to provide 
service to the faculty and students of the Gulf Coast 
Research Laboratory. The temporary facility, two trailers, 
was equipped with computer workstations, study spaces, 
printing services and the library’s reference collection. 
U P DAT E S  A N D 
I M P R OV E M E N T S
S T U D E N T  S U C C E S S    |    0 90 8    |    S T U D E N T  S U C C E S S
The true measure of student success is how 
well students are prepared to accomplish their 
current and future academic, personal and 
professional goals through the development of 
knowledge, a sense of responsibility and self-
reliance, and a connection to the college and 
wider community. 
U N I V E R S I T Y 
L I B R A R I E S 
TA K E S 
University Libraries engages in the success of 
its students by offering resources, programs and 
opportunities that highlight strategies and resources to 
help students set and achieve their academic goals. 
As part of the student success initiative, the Libraries 
created and implemented the first position as first-year 
experience (FYE) librarian in October 2018. As a 
member of the research services team, Hali Black, the 
FYE librarian, is responsible for providing general and 
specialized research, instruction, outreach and collection 
development services. 
Black serves as the primary contact among the 
Libraries, the Office of New Student and Retention 
Programs, and the First-Year Writing Program in the 
Department of English with regard to supporting the 
research resource and instructional needs of first-year 
students, in addition to other programs, organizations 
and departments across Southern Miss campuses. 
She also participates in outreach initiatives that build 
awareness of library resources and services and actively 
cultivates relationships with students, faculty, staff and 
potential future students.
STUDENT SUCCESS WORKSHOPS
During the spring semester, the Libraries offered a series 
of workshops on topics that focused on student success. 
Each workshop presented a topic related to student 
success and the process of acclimating to college life. 
I G N I T E  Y O U R  S U C C E S S .  S T A R T  Y O U R 
S E M E S T E R  O F F  R I G H T ! 
This workshop presented methods for students to begin 
their semester more effectively, including how to set 
goals, time management, and how to communicate with 
their professors. 
P A T H W A Y S  T O  S T U D E N T  S U C C E S S
This workshop featured strategies and career resources 
to help students select a major that matched their 
educational and career goals and to manage their 
educational itineraries, become involved on campus, and 
ways to connect. 
E N D  O F  T H E  S E M E S T E R  M O T I V A T I O N
This workshop provided tools to maintain motivation 
and inspiration during the semester’s midterm and 
included techniques for preventing procrastination and 
school-related stress. 
T he end of  t he ter m 
i s  stressf u l ,  a nd t he 
Libra r ies  prov ide a  way 
for  students to  rela x.
E N D  O F  T E R M  A C T I V I T I E S 
Cook Library created stress relief stations for Southern 
Miss students during the final two weeks of the term. 
These stations include coloring pages and puzzle 
activities to help create a vital and welcoming space for 
educational activity. Additionally, Cook Library offered 
game nights and an escape room experience.
The Gulf Coast Library’s relaxation station, stocked 
with coloring sheets and colored pencils, was created to 
offer students a moment to relieve stress and is available 
throughout each semester.
A C T I V E  R O L E
I N  S T U D E N T
S U C C E S S
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LIBR A RY WOR KSHOPS
Each semester, librarians at Cook, Gulf Coast and 
Gunter Libraries offer workshops on a variety of topics 
that include academic integrity, managing scholarly 
identity and citation management tools. Additional 
workshops included information on how to find peer-
reviewed journal articles, how to locate the best library 
database for particular research, and how to become 
more productive. Librarians also led workshops each 
fall and spring on the basics of APA, MLA, Chicago and 
Turabian citation styles. 
In addition to course integrated instruction, the Libraries 
offer a variety of research and instructional services to 
assist students and faculty. Research services librarians 
offer general and assignment-based instruction sessions 
that teach information literacy skills, such as how to 
identify, locate and evaluate library resources. 
BR EA KOUT EDU 
Hali Black, first-year experience librarian, and Kathryn 
New, arts and humanities librarian, teamed up to bring 
Breakout EDU games to Southern Miss. Sponsored by 
a grant from The Friends of University Libraries, these 
kits will be incorporated into library orientation and 
instruction sessions. 
Since creating a dedicated space for an escape room is 
not feasible for most classrooms, a kit was created that 
simulates the concept of an escape room for educational 
purposes. Breakout EDU is a perfect solution for 
classrooms and libraries to create an escape room of 
their own to facilitate game-based learning opportunities. 
For instructors and librarians, this opportunity to branch 
out into the curriculum creates an exciting opportunity to 
engage students in active learning.
New presented “Engaging Generation Z in Library 
Instruction” at the 2018 Mississippi Library Association 
Conference, where she showed results from evaluations 
completed by students following library scavenger hunts 
at Southern Miss. The information collected from the 
self-evaluations show an increase of familiarity of the 
library resources and space. This substantiates that 
adding games to learning strategies employed in library 
instruction can increase information retention and 
students’ confidence level in regard to locating and using 
library services, resources and facilities.
C O O K  L I B R A R Y  
W O R K S H O P S 
Graduate Student Breakfast and Social
Citation Management Tools
Becoming More Productive
Designing a Winning Poster Presentation
Managing Your Scholarly Identity
G U L F  C O A S T  L I B R A R Y 
W O R K S H O P S 
Creating a Professional CV
Citation Management Tools
Greet a Grad
ACA DEMIC COACHING
Members of the Libraries’ faculty and administration 
participated in the Academic Coaching program, an 
initiative created by the office of New Student and 
Retention Programs at the University. 
The program offers Southern Miss students one-on-
one academic support with an assigned member of the 
University’s faculty or staff, who is trained to improve the 
skills needed to excel in college. Students are required 
to meet with their success coach four times throughout 
the semester, where they are guided through activities 
and conversation designed to improve time management, 
study strategies, and knowledge of campus resources. 
GR A DUATE STUDENT  
A PPR ECI ATION W EEK
Graduate Student Appreciation Week is celebrated each 
year during the first week of April by universities across 
the Unites States to recognize the accomplishments 
and contributions of graduate students to teaching, 
research and service. Southern Miss participates by 
recognizing outstanding scholarship, highlighting 
valuable resources, and providing information to help our 
students successfully complete their graduate programs 
and maximize the benefits of their degrees. University 
Libraries offered a series of seminars and workshops 
on the Hattiesburg and Gulf Park campuses to support 
graduate students on their paths to success.
U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R I E S ’ 
A C A D E M I C  C O A C H E S
Hali Black 
First-Year Experience Librarian
Tracy Englert  
Science, Nursing and Health Librarian
John Eye 
Dean of University Libraries
Sarah Mangrum  
Access Services and Assessment Librarian
Kathryn New 
Arts and Humanities Librarian
Tisha Zelner 
Head of Public Services
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UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
UPGRADES INTEGRATED 
LIBRARY SERVICE 
In 2018, University Libraries contracted with Ex Libris, 
a software company that develops integrated library 
systems, to migrate from the current integrated library 
system (ILS) provider, Innovative Interfaces, to a new 
platform, Alma, designed to allow for more cutting-
edge and efficient operations. The new platform is 
completely cloud-based and serves as a hub for many of 
the Libraries’ services, including circulation, interlibrary 
loan, library acquisitions and much more. 
Coupled with Alma is the new discovery service, which 
allows seamless communication between our users and 
library resources. Seymour Info is an improved discovery 
service that will retrieve results from the Libraries’ 
catalog in addition to Aquila, Special Collections and 
Digital Collections. The new discovery interface will 
offer an updated look, as well as provide enhanced 
functionality for all users.
University Libraries’ staff conducted a large-scale 
analysis and clean-up of the Libraries’ catalog database 
to prepare for migration to the new platform. In all, 
nearly 4,000,000 records were migrated, and over 1,000 
configurations were made to the Alma and Seymour  
Info environments.
The overall project was managed by Gidget Coffman, 
manager of integrated library systems, and Lisa Jones, 
head of library technology. 
The migration team consisted of Gidget Coffman, Lisa 
Jones, Josh Cromwell, Lucy Cameron, Jen Culley, Carol 
Green, Linda Ginn, Xiaojie Duan, Nadine Phillips, Sarah 
Mangrum and Elizabeth La Beaud.
The Seymour Info team consisted of Lisa Jones, Barbara 
Griffith, Danielle Stoulig, David Robinson, Elizabeth La 
Beaud, Emilie Aplin, Jamie Stanfield, Jennifer Brannock, 
Josh Cromwell, Maryanne Anthony, Michele Frasier-
Robinson and Tracy Englert. 
Cook Library Gulf Coast Library  Gunter Library
232 attended by 4,224 37 attended by 475 19 attended by 231
C L A S S E S ,  W O R K S H O P S ,  T O U R S
Cook Library Gulf Coast Library
117 37 
R E S E A R C H  C O N S U L T A T I O N S
Cook Library Gulf Coast Library Gunter Library
7,784 2,999 111
R E S E A R C H  A S S I S T A N C E  D E S K  T R A N S A C T I O N S
Cook Library Gulf Coast Library
225 9 
I T E M S  D E L I V E R E D  T O  D I S T A N C E  S T U D E N T S
Cook Library Gulf Coast Library Gunter Library
1,288 365 138
I T E M S  L O A N E D  T O  O T H E R  I N S T I T U T I O N S
Cook Library Gulf Coast Library Gunter Library
3,435 1,375 650
I T E M S  B O R R O W E D  F R O M  O T H E R  I N S T I T U T I O N S
Cook Library Gulf Coast Library/
Gunter Library 
Collections
Special  
Collections
Online  
Resources
1,600 683 2,737 20,743
T I T L E S  A D D E D  T O  T H E  C A T A L O G  
F O R  L I B R A R I E S  A N D  C O L L E C T I O N S
25,766 Total Titles Added to the Catalog
I T E M S  L O A N E D / C H E C K E D - O U T
Cook Library Gulf Coast Library
16,930 3,418 
L I B R A R I E S 
M A K E  A DVA N C E S
I N  T E C H N O L O GY
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1,017 
23,354
17,516
11,927
133,646
129,633
A Q U I L A  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
583,355 downloads in 222 countries
organizational documents
dissertations
capstone projects
faculty publications
honors theses
journal/periodical articles
1,668
46,111
2,205
129
5,961
presentations
master’s theses
open textbooks
datasets
miscellaneous documents
AQUILA REACHES  
TWO MILLION DOWNLOADS
On June 4, 2019, Aquila, the University’s institutional 
repository, reached two million downloads. Aquila 
houses research and scholarship created by Southern 
Miss faculty, staff and students, and most of its content 
is open access, making it freely available to researchers. 
Since its launch in January 2012, items in Aquila have 
been downloaded by individuals from 43,244 different 
institutions in 234 countries across six continents.
Aquila began as a joint venture between University 
Libraries, the Office of the Vice President for Research 
and the Office of the Provost and was originally 
conceived as a means of preserving and displaying 
faculty publications. As Aquila grew and its capabilities 
became more familiar, it became the repository for 
student works, event recordings, committee minutes and 
resolutions, and even served as a publishing platform for 
academic journals. Now in its eighth year, Aquila also 
includes research datasets and open textbooks. 
SOUTHERN MISS 
PARTICIPATES IN  
OPEN ACCESS EVENTS
University Libraries continued its participation in open 
access events during the month of October in an effort 
to provide the Southern Miss academic and research 
community the opportunity to learn about the potential 
benefits of open access. Southern Miss faculty and students 
were invited to attend five sessions focused on open access.
Open Access in Education and the Social Sciences
Open Access in Business
Open Access in STEM Fields
Open Access in the Arts and Humanities
Open Access in Health and Nursing
Open access to information – the free, immediate, online 
access to the results of scholarly research and the right 
to use and re-use those results as you need – has the 
power to transform the way research and scientific 
inquiry are conducted. It has direct and widespread 
implications for academia, medicine, science, industry 
and society, as a whole.
1,823 uploads
4
132
29
1,062
74
161
organizational documents
dissertations
capstone projects
faculty publications
honors theses
journal/periodical articles
24
283
9
45
presentations
master’s theses
datasets
miscellaneous documents
PRESERVING WEBSITES FOR  
FUTURE GENERATIONS
University Libraries 
now has the capacity to 
preserve websites and 
successfully harvested 
its first website in 
January 2019. The 
Katrina Anniversary 
website, hosted by the 
University’s Gulf Park campus, documents the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina in the 10 years following the storm. 
The site includes first-hand accounts and oral histories, 
photographs and news stories documenting the tragic 
aftermath, both on the Gulf Coast and in Hattiesburg, 
as well as the community’s recovery. Unfortunately, it 
was time to take this valuable content offline to make 
way for something new. Jenny Tate, associate director 
of University Communications and Gulf Park campus 
communication officer, contacted Special Collections  
to see if the content could be preserved and added to 
their collections.
As more and more content is created digitally, it is 
important for Digital Collections to have the capacity 
to preserve digital materials and support Special 
Collections in this way. Working with Lorraine Stuart, 
head of Special Collections, and Jessica Clark, records 
management specialist, Digital Collections devised a 
strategy for capturing the Katrina Anniversary website 
and preserving it for future generations. They called 
upon the same technology used by the Internet Archives, 
who archives the World Wide Web at large but had not 
captured this site. Digital Collections created a virtual 
snapshot of the site that people could navigate as if the 
site were live. “We retained as much functionality as 
possible,” said Lisa Jones, University Libraries’ head of 
technology. “It was important to us that patrons not only 
be able to search the content but experience the website 
as it was meant to be.”
The website contains 74 pages and over 1,300 files 
embedded in its pages. While the live site is no longer 
available, patrons can view and interact with the 
preserved snapshot in Digital Collections.
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SOUTHERN MISS HOSTS  
ANNUAL INSTITUTIONAL  
REPOSITORY CONFERENCE 
The Southern Miss Institutional Repository Conference 
(SMIRC) is an opportunity for Institutional Repository 
(IR) managers to come together and learn about new 
ideas and strategies that their colleagues are using at 
their institutions to meet the needs of their faculty, staff 
and students. It is also a chance for institutions that do 
not currently have an IR to discover the benefits that an 
IR can offer in terms of promoting the scholarship and 
research of their universities.
SMIRC consists of speakers, panel discussions and 
workshops that address topics ranging from the basics 
of IRs to new ideas for longtime IR managers. The 
presentations also include speakers who use a variety 
of different IR platforms, thus allowing attendees to 
compare different options available to them.
SMIRC 2019 was held in April and featured Isaac 
Gilman, dean of University Libraries at Pacific University 
in Forest Grove, Oregon, as keynote speaker. Additionally, 
the two-day conference highlighted research from 
scholars around the country who addressed topics 
ranging from the basics of Institutional Repositories to 
new ideas for longtime IR managers. 
1,926 hours spent  
viewing materials
visitors from  
113 countries
3.31 terabytes of 
newly digitized 
content
D I G I T A L  C O L L E C T I O N S  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
11% increase  
from FY 17-18
16,780 unique users
13% increase  
from FY 17-18
153,108 page views 
37% increase  
from FY 17-18
25,878 website visits
DIGITAL COLLECTIONS
Digital Collections was launched in 1999 as a means 
of showcasing Special Collections and disseminating 
digitized content to the scholarly community. Over the 
years, Digital Collections has grown to include text, 
images, audio, video, websites and more from Special 
Collections, the Art Museum’s permanent collection, 
and oral histories from the Center for Oral History and 
Cultural Heritage at Southern Miss. In addition to an 
online platform to search and view these resources, 
Digital Collections started incorporating preservation 
activities in 2013 and launched a robust digital 
preservation system in 2017. Not only does Digital 
Collections provide preservation for the content in  
its charge, but this unit also provides services for 
research data from grants around campus and the 
Institutional Repository.
In the 2018 fiscal year, Digital Collections added 
website harvesting to its list of capabilities. Both the 
Katrina Anniversary website and the University’s 
History and Traditions and Master Facility Planning 
from the University’s About webpage were successfully 
harvested and digitally preserved. Users can visit Digital 
Collections to interact with snapshots of the sites as if 
they were live.
Other highlights include digitizing photographs 
documenting the destruction on the Gulf Coast from 
Hurricane Camille. As one of the most destructive storms 
in U.S. history, Hurricane Camille reshaped Mississippi’s 
Gulf Coast as we know it. The 1969 storm displayed 
damage patterns similar to the more recent Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005. Both storms irreparably altered the lives 
of Mississippians forever.
Digital Collections also completed the digitization 
of hundreds of theses and dissertations that were 
previously inaccessible. These student works are now 
available in the institutional repository, Aquila, and 
digitally preserved by Digital Collections.
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MISSISSIPPI  
DIGITAL LIBRARY
The Mississippi Digital Library (MDL) serves as the 
collaborative digital library for the state of Mississippi. 
Comprised of over 45 institutions, MDL is proud to 
count libraries, archives, historical societies, museums 
and other cultural heritage institutions among its 
partnership. MDL is dedicated to providing an online 
space to search and explore Mississippi’s rich abundance 
of cultural and historical resources by providing hosting 
services, training and limited digitization assistance to 
partners at all stages of the digitization process. 
In the 2018 year, MDL participated in multiple 
community digitization days around the state. MDL was 
invited to Shaw, Miss., to help capture and preserve 
materials about the community and the Hawkins vs. 
Shaw case, a landmark case in the area over the unequal 
distribution of municipal services and infrastructure 
between white and black citizens in the town. MDL was 
also honored to participate in community digitization 
efforts on Mississippi’s Gulf Coast and was presented 
the Rita Krebs Volunteer of the Year Award by the 
Singing River Genealogy and Local History Library in 
Pascagoula, Miss.
A R C H I V E S PAC E 
Built for archives by archivists, 
ArchiveSpace is the open source archives 
information management application 
for managing and providing web access 
to archives, manuscripts and digital 
objects. The application is also designed 
to support core function in archives 
administration, such as accessioning 
and the description and arrangement of 
processed materials.
For Special Collections, the 
implementation of ArchivesSpace 
provides standardized finding aids for all 
of its collections through its web interface. 
Over 1,600 Special Collections records 
were transferred to ArchivesSpace.
MDL continued its efforts to digitize and provide 
access to the cultural resources in Mississippi’s 
Knight Communities, with grant funding from 
the Knight Foundation and the Digital Public 
Library of America (DPLA). Digitization efforts 
on this project are slated to continue through 
April 2020.
The 2018 Cultural Heritage Digitization Award 
was granted to Alcorn State University in August 
2018. MDL provided 80 cumulative hours of 
onsite digitization services and training on a 
range of topics from metadata to copyright. 
Alcorn’s new digital collection is live and 
available through MDL’s collections, as Alcorn 
officially joined MDL’s  partner network.
MDL also launched its new website interface in 
May 2019. A complete revamp, MDL’s  website 
includes updated partner pages, resources and 
information on opportunities and MDL’s  services. 
M I S S I S S I P P I  
D I G I TA L  L I B R A RY  
BY  T H E  N U M B E R S
20,295 visitors from 82 
different countries spent 2,788 
hours viewing 107,143 pages.
Mississippi Digital Library added 
over 238 new items and 2,750 
pages and welcomed 5 new 
cultural heritage institutions to 
its partner network.
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GULF COAST GOLDEN  
BASKET DRIVE
The Gulf Coast Library partnered with the Academic 
Success Center and Student Government Association on 
the Gulf Park campus for Golden Basket: Thanksgiving 
Family Adoption. The Library collected donations for a 
family of seven.
During the drive, the group collected a full bed, two 
queen air mattresses, a crib-to-full bed headboard and 
footboard, a dresser, five boxes of food, two containers of 
personal hygiene items, three containers of clothing, an 
Xbox 360 with more than 20 games and accessories, 
and seven baskets of personalized goodies, one for each 
member of the family. 
The Golden Basket drive is an annual event coordinated 
by Southern Miss students in the Bachelor of Social 
Work Club (BSWC), based on the Gulf Park campus. 
The BSWC partners with local county Head Start 
programs and public schools throughout our coastal 
counties to find families in need. 
FOOD FOR FINES
In November 2018, University Libraries partnered  
with the School of Social Work and the Eagle’s Nest 
Food Pantry for Food for Fines. Patrons of Cook  
Library in Hattiesburg were able to cancel or reduce 
overdue materials fines with donations of items to the 
Eagle’s Nest. 
On November 27, members of the Hattiesburg campus 
community gathered to form a chain of volunteers to 
pass donated items from Cook Library to the Eagle’s 
Nest. At the end of the event, over 240 items were 
passed to the pantry. 
“Knowing what a vital resource the pantry is makes 
me even more excited about continuing the Food for 
Fines initiative,” said Professor Sarah Mangrum, access 
services and assessment librarian, who managed the 
initiative for University Libraries. “I hope our campus 
and community patrons will take advantage of this 
opportunity to help fellow Golden Eagles through  
their donations.” 
An initiative started by the School of Social Work and 
managed by its graduate student organization, the 
Eagle’s Nest Food Pantry is open Wednesdays and 
Fridays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for students, staff or faculty 
who experience temporary challenges meeting basic 
needs of food or other necessities. The pantry is located 
in the building on the west side of Wilber Hall (formerly 
A Stone’s Throw) and accepts donations of non-
perishable items, as well as monetary donations.
“K no w i n g  wh at  a  v it a l 
r e s ou r c e  t he  p a nt r y 
i s  m a ke s  me  e ven 
mor e  e xc it e d  a b out 
c ont i nu i n g  t he  Fo o d 
for  F i ne s  i n it i at ive.”  
Dr. Sarah Mangrum,  
Access Services and Assessment Librarian
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University Libraries Science Café program is an opportunity to 
participate in discussion and conversation about science in a 
casual, welcoming and informal environment. 
SCIENCE CAFÉ AT COOK LIBRARY provides faculty and students, as well 
as local professionals, an opportunity to share their perspectives and allow participants to get to know 
the faces behind science in a relaxed and informal setting.
The Dangers of Texting and Driving Decoding the Weather Machine
FA L L  S E R I E S
SCIENCE CAFÉ ON THE COAST is a collaboration between The University of 
Southern Mississippi Gulf Coast Library, Harrison County Library System, Long Beach Public Library, 
the Hancock County Library System, and Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College in Perkinston.
Marine Debris in Our Mississippi Waters 
Making Heads and Tails of the Gulf 
of Mexico Red Snapper Fishery
Pellagra and the South
Prescription Drug Overload - The Effects 
of Taking Medications on the Body
Hurricane Hunters 
Mississippi Sharkology: Taking 
a Bite Out of the Myths
Earthquakes and the New Madrid Fault
History of the Maritime and 
Seafood Industry Museum
FA L L  A N D  S P R I N G  S E R I E S
SCIENCE CAFÉ AT GUNTER LIBRARY hosted 10 sessions at the Gulf 
Coast Research Laboratory (GCRL), which averaged 42 attendees with an annual attendance of 426. 
The GCRL Science Café is sponsored by the Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium and receives 
refreshments from Coffee Fusion, a local small business.
Biomimicry: Modeling Sharkskin 
Living Shorelines: Ocean Engineering      
Milkweeds and Monarchs            
Walking Your Watershed              
History and Design of the Harrison 
County Seawall 
One Lake and the Pearl River 
Saving the Planet Through Recycling      
What Is Aquaculture?    
You and Your Genes     
Student Research Spotlight
FA L L  A N D  S P R I N G  S E R I E S
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From left to right: Herb Willey, Susan West, Milton Williams, EagleArt
Among the artists featured was Herb Willey, whose 
watercolor exhibition, The Gulf of America, was based on 
Herb’s project titled, Along Beach Boulevard. The exhibition 
depicted everyday scenes along Mississippi’s Highway 90 
and his scope to picture equally inspiring images from the 
coasts of Alabama, Florida and Louisiana. 
Milton Williams’ exhibit, Fun-Da-Mental Adventure in Art, 
Studies From the Last Three Years, featured landscapes, 
historical sites, imaginative wood grains, islands, fish, 
crabs and flowers and shows the various techniques he 
uses to get the texture effects that make his work unique. 
Most of Williams’ art has to do with landscapes, and his 
experimentation in acrylic mediums and techniques, 
exploring ways to render the subject matter, led to 
several series that include Beneath Our Islands, Roof 
Tops, Wood Grain Primitives, and Bayous and Marshes.
The 2019 Student, Faculty, Staff Art Exhibition, Eagle 
Art, brought together participants from many areas 
of the University. Faculty, staff and students from the 
Hattiesburg and Gulf Park campuses were part of the 
exhibit that featured paintings, drawings and jewelry. 
Mississippi Potpourri by Gulf Coast artist, Susan Hopkins 
West, featured over 40 works from her collections. 
Painting with oils, watercolors, acrylics, pen and ink, and 
mixed mediums, West captures the beauty of landscape, 
crabs, shells and flowers. She studied painting under 
Vernon Reinike, Sammy Britt and Nancy Rupp, and 
when in Glasgow, she studied the works of well-known 
Scottish artist, Craigie Aitchison. A change from realism, 
West began experimenting with impressionism. Her later 
paintings reflect surrealism and the use of mixed media, 
which include house paint and chalk.
H O S T S 
A R T 
E X H I B I T S
G U L F
C O A S T
L I B R A R Y
The Gulf Coast Library continues to open 
its doors to local artists from along the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast. The artists are 
typically members of art associations 
and display at local art galleries, and the 
exhibitions, along with receptions held 
for each artist, expose members of the 
University and Gulf Coast communities, to 
the Gulf Coast Library.
Ideally, when an archive receives 
a collection of papers or a group of 
records, the items will have been 
arranged by the originator (the person 
or persons that created or assembled 
the collection or records) and boxed 
for the move to the archives in such a 
way that this order has been preserved. 
Observing the level of organization, or 
imposing one where it is lacking, and 
then describing the organized material, 
is what manuscript processors do. 
Manuscript processing rates vary, 
depending on the size of the collection. 
A single item could take an hour, while 
a large collection could take years. 
Special Collections employs staff that 
devote all of their time to the processing 
of collections at hand, and due to the 
exceptional staff, processing rates  
have doubled. 
SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS
MANUSCRIP T
PROCESSING
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ALFRED P. ANDREWS 
SYLVESTER MAGEE  
RESEARCH COLLECTION
A. P. Andrews was a retired insurance agent, amateur 
historian, and member of the Jackson, Miss., Civil War 
Roundtable, who drew attention to Sylvester Magee’s 
story as the reputed last living former slave. Magee, 
who died in 1971, stated that he was born in 1841 
in North Carolina. After he escaped the plantation in 
Rankin County, where he was enslaved, Magee claimed 
to have served for both the Confederate and Union 
Armies during the Civil War and witnessed the siege of 
Vicksburg. Magee also claimed to have fathered a child at 
109 years of age.
The collection includes materials collected and 
produced by A. P. Andrews, in his effort to substantiate 
Sylvester Magee’s claim to have been an adult enslaved 
man that served in the Civil War. The collection also 
includes correspondence, newspaper clippings and 
journal articles, research notes produced by Andrews, 
photographs, and reel-to-reel tapes of oral histories of 
Magee and some of his family members.
WOODROW “WOODIE”  
ASSAF COLLECTION
Woodrow “Woodie” Assaf worked in broadcasting 
at WQBC in Vicksburg, Miss., and later at WJDX in 
Jackson. On December 20, 1953, WLBT-TV went live on 
the air, with Assaf as the weathercaster. He delivered the 
weather for 56 years at WLBT-TV, retiring as the longest-
running weathercaster in the United States. 
The materials in the collection document Woodrow 
“Woodie” Assaf’s career in radio and television, as well as 
his charitable work for local organizations. The materials 
also include correspondence, scripts, sheet music, and 
programs from various events emceed by Assaf, news 
clippings, photographs, broadsides and memorabilia.  
Items of note are several community cookbooks  
produced for WLBT-TV.
FANNIE KYKER COLLECTION
Fannie LaVelle “Goodie” Kyker (1926-2009), a prominent 
citizen in Hattiesburg, Miss., developed a reputation 
as an eccentric and was known as the “Cat Lady of 
Hattiesburg.” Her parents, Dana H. Kyker and Leo 
(Fortenberry) Kyker, owned the Kyker Newsstand, located 
on Front Street in the Sanger Building. Kyker earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Sophie Newcomb College and 
a master’s degree from Tulane University. She worked 
as a translator for the International Trade Mart in New 
Orleans and later became a certified medical records 
librarian, working for hospitals in New Orleans and in 
Jackson, Miss.  
The Fannie Kyker Collection encompasses a broad time 
period and includes materials that illustrate regional 
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and national interests, which includes photographs from 
early Hattiesburg, Camp Shelby during World War I, mid-
century college life, and late-century local politics. It also 
includes correspondence, news clippings, ephemera,and 
realia. Of note is a collection of postcards from Gulf 
Coast hotels, many of which were destroyed during 
Hurricane Camille in 1969. Also of note are photographs 
from Front Street and the downtown district of 
Hattiesburg, which span the first half of the 20th century. 
JANE BROWN  
GEMMILL COLLECTION
Jane Brown Gemmill (1898-1994) wrote and published 
two books for children in her lifetime, Joan Wanted 
a Kitty (1937) and The Little Bear and the Princess 
(1961). In both books, Gimmell partnered with 
celebrated children’s book illustrators Marguerite De 
Angeli in 1937 and Carol Barker in 1961. Her research 
for her second book was extensive, including everything 
from clippings on the royal family, interviews with 
zookeepers, and word choice prevalence statistics for 
children’s books. She is perhaps best known for this 
second book, a “fairy tale” based on the true story of 
the Russian President’s gift of a bear cub to five-year-
old Princess Anne. The bear, Nikki, was housed at the 
London Zoo with another bear. 
The collection includes materials used or received by 
Jane Brown Gemmill in relation to her creation of her 
second book, The Little Bear and the Princess, published 
by Abelard (1961). It includes typed and handwritten 
research notes on the main character (the bear, Nikki) 
as well as bears in general. Also included are typed 
manuscripts of the book, as well as letters and drawings 
from children in response to reading or having the book 
read to them.
FOWKES-COHAN COLLECTION
The Sunshine Arts, Ltd., a non-profit established by two 
former nuns in North Carolina, donated a collection of 
original papers and art to de Grummond in 2012. These 
two nuns had detected hints of anti-Semitism in religious 
education materials for children and were determined to 
make a change. They presented Allyn and Bacon Inc., a 
publisher, with a volume from a Catholic series by Andre 
Boyer, which they wanted to model in their own books. 
Both women thought it vital to have art in the books, so 
they hired Alice and Martin Provensen, who were among 
the top illustrators for children’s books. 
There is much more to the Fowkes - Cohan Collection 
than the work on revamping the Catholic education 
series. The collection holds correspondence, photographs, 
articles—all about the lives and work the women did. This 
collection is unique and encompasses many different 
research interests that appeal to scholars of religion, art, 
women’s studies, history and children’s literature.  
From left to right: Sylvester Collection, Assaf Collection, Kyker Collection, Fowkes-Cohan Collection
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938 patrons  
visited the Cleanth  
Brooks Reading Room
 
2,638 books  
used by patrons
1,300 finding 
aids were created in 
ArchiveSpace
34,898 webpage 
views with 24,432  
unique visits
 
41 instruction classes 
taught to 771 students
15 special events 
attended by 607 people
Digital accessions, including three websites,  
consisting of 705,311 files in excess of 1.65TB
reference inquiries 
tours with 468 attendees
donors giving 4,211 books
donors gave 47 cubic feet
192
39
311
62
H I S T O R I C A L  M A N U S C R I P T S 
A N D  A R C H I V E S
cubic feet processed  
books used by patrons 
accessions, including 5,889 digital files
retention schedules approved by Mississippi 
State Records Committee 
records management consultations with 
faculty and staff 
366
145
64
7
 
6
D E  G R U M M O N D  C H I L D R E N ’ S 
L I T E R A T U R E  C O L L E C T I O N
33
91
research consultations
donors gave 5,137 items
R A R E  B O O K S  A N D 
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Today in Mississippi, published by the Electric Cooperatives 
of Mississippi, featured the cookbook project as a cover 
story, which resulted in numerous donations not only 
from within the state, but from out of state, as well. Two 
cookbooks came from the estates of women who wrote 
columns about food in their local newspapers. In addition to 
the cookbooks, the families donated copies of the newspaper 
columns to help preserve the legacy of these women and 
their writings about food in Mississippi. 
Dr. Andrew P. Haley, an associate professor of history in the 
School of the Humanities who speaks about community 
cookbooks from the Mississippiana Collection, based his 
annual cookbook presentation on a 1954 cookbook from 
Columbia’s As You Like It Club to explore how what we 
eat tells a story about who we are. Haley’s talks highlight 
his work with the Mississippi Community Cookbook 
Project, a digital humanities initiative he created that 
studies cookbooks for the surprising insights into the ways 
Mississippians ate and how they viewed their hometowns, 
state and even the world.
C O O K B O O K 
C O L L E C T I O N 
C O N T I N U E S
G R O W T H  A N D
S U C C E S S
Special Collections created an exhibits 
program that allows students the opportunity 
to curate mini exhibits featuring materials 
from the Libraries’ collections. Now in 
its fourth year, students are able to learn 
valuable information, such as how to select 
items for display, install the materials, write 
labels and exhibit text, and publicize the 
exhibit. The exhibits are displayed in the 
Cleanth Brooks Reading Room in McCain 
Library and Archives throughout spring, 
summer and fall semesters. 
This 2019 exhibits feature the work of an 
English PhD student, a history/anthropology 
graduate student, and a library science/
history graduate student. 
Creating Little Imperialists: Nationalism and 
“Otherness” in British Historical Children’s 
Literature, curated by dual history and library science 
graduate student, John Carter, examines how children’s 
literature sought to instill nationalistic pride in the 
British Empire and differentiate Brits from other 
peoples of the empire. British writers and illustrators 
used specific language, symbols and illustrations, such 
as images of the Union Jack or racialized depictions 
of peoples under British authority, to create the next 
generation of imperialists. The exhibit features a diverse 
array of late-19th/early-20th-century novels, textbooks, 
pictures books and periodicals from the de Grummond 
Children’s Literature Collection. 
The Magical Umbrella of Children’s Literature, 
curated by English PhD student, Karlie Herndon, 
examines the many ways in which the everyday umbrella 
becomes something special in children’s books. 
Umbrellas serve as magical instruments that often 
allow their owners to experience impossible adventures, 
find strength within themselves, and express their 
individuality. The exhibit features books, manuscripts 
and illustrated cards from children’s authors from all 
over the world: the enchanted umbrella spans decades 
and hemispheres, appearing in a surprising range of 
children’s books. 
“Make the World a Better Place to Live In”: Early 
Activity of the Hattiesburg Review Club, 1913-
1924, curated by dual history and anthropology graduate 
student Daniella Kawa, looks into the formative years 
of one of the first women’s literary organizations in 
Hattiesburg. The young club’s members focused on 
both literary endeavors and community development. 
By looking at items, such as club yearbooks and 
meeting minutes, the Hattiesburg Review Club becomes 
representative of other women’s literary club activities 
throughout the city in the same period and shows  
how women affected their communities in the early  
20th century.
The result of efforts to collect Mississippi 
community cookbooks has led to Special 
Collections receiving hundreds of cookbooks 
from around the state. 
S T U D E N T 
C U R AT O R
P R O G R A M
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Rare Books and Mississippiana continued its annual series of 
events and exhibits that highlights items and resources found 
in Special Collections. 
RARE BOOKS AND 
MISSISSIPPIANA  
HOSTS ANNUAL
EVENTS AND
EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT FEATURES 
MATERIALS ON RELIGION  
IN MISSISSIPPI 
Religion is a key component in the lives of many 
Mississippians. “Now Preaching in Your City”: Religion 
in Mississippi provided a unique look at religion in 
the state. Howard S. Williams, one of the founders of 
the Hattiesburg American, left journalism to travel the 
country as a headliner at religious revivals. The exhibit 
showcases publicity from his revivals and photographs 
from his time on the road. 
Records and books from New Albany native Estus 
Pirkle, who used films to promote his teachings and 
beliefs, which brought attention to his ministry in 
Mississippi and also in Latin America and India, were 
included in the exhibit. His film, If Footmen Tire You, 
What Will Horses Do?, still has a following as a cult 
classic example of Christian propaganda warning 
against the dangers of communism. In addition, there 
were examples of Mississippi gospel recordings by The 
Singing Churchmen of Mississippi and The Keesler Air 
Force Base Soul Choir.
TIMBER AND LUMBER IN  
MISSISSIPPI EXHIBIT 
Outside of the well-suited areas for cotton, other 
industries played a larger role in Mississippi, such as 
timber and lumber. Southern Mississippi was given the 
nickname the “Pine Belt” due to the large number and 
different species of pine trees that thrive in the region. 
Other areas of the state also cultivate different types of 
trees. Whether it was loblolly, shortleaf, longleaf or slash, 
Mississippians of the past recognized this and took it 
upon themselves to develop the industry into a major 
player in the state’s economy.
The exhibit, Timber and Lumber in Mississippi, 
traced the development of the industries and, in a way, 
Mississippi itself. Materials highlighted in the exhibit 
come from the S. G. Thigpen Papers, the Dr. Gilbert 
H. Hoffman Papers and Research Collection, various 
photographic collections and state published documents. 
Timber and Lumber in Mississippi was curated by  
Jacob Featherling, a Southern Miss graduate student 
studying history. 
From left to right: NOW exhibit, Timber exhibit, Religion in 
Mississippi exhibit, Cooking and Class cookbook event
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On June 10, the Curious George Collection, arrived 
back in Hattiesburg to its home at The University 
of Southern Mississippi’s de Grummond Children’s 
Literature Collection, after a two-year journey around 
Japan. On June 11, the process of opening the crates and 
examining the collection began. 
In August 2017, the collection, which includes original 
illustrations and manuscripts by creators H.A and 
Margret Rey, debuted at the first exhibit site in Tokyo. 
Over the two-year period, the exhibit traveled to six 
different cities, covering every geographic area  
in Japan, and welcomed over 149,000 visitors. 
NHK, Japan’s public television 
entity, airs the Curious George 
program throughout the country, 
and they came to the Collection 
in 2016 with the request to 
launch a traveling exhibition 
featuring Curious George. After 
initial conversations, NHK 
began traveling to Hattiesburg 
to research the project. 
The final visit took place in May 2017 and included 
representatives from the shipping company in Atlanta, who 
would be responsible for transporting the materials to and 
from Japan. Each and every item was carefully measured 
and weighed and shipped in the custom-made cases.
The de Grummond Collection holds the literary estate of 
H.A. and Margret Rey, curators of Curious George. 
C U R I O U S  G E O R G E
R E T U R N S  T O
H AT T I E S B U R G
EXHIBIT FEATURES 
MATERIALS ABOUT TOURISM 
ON THE GULF COAST
Featuring brochures, hotel advertisements, seafood 
restaurant menus, and other materials from Special 
Collections, Scenic South: Tourism on the Gulf Coast 
displayed a colorful glimpse of recreation, vacation and 
family fun over the years. Advertisements for Gulf Coast 
tourism serve as reminders of the unique history of 
“America’s Riviera.” 
During the 1920s, people from all over the United 
States flocked to Mississippi, due to the economic boom 
produced by emerging lumber and seafood industries. 
Railroads provided an inexpensive means for moving 
passengers, as well as goods, providing south Mississippi 
with the opportunity for increased industrial and 
recreational development. 
Prior to air conditioning, tourists frequented the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast for its mild winters and sea 
breezes. Tourists also came for recreation, such as 
swimming, bicycling, sunbathing, fishing and sailing. 
During this time, grand hotels were constructed 
along the Mississippi Gulf Coast to accommodate 
businessmen, tourists and workers. While most of these 
hotels no longer stand, they represented an important 
era in the history of the Gulf Coast. 
CHICKEN SPAGHETTI AND 
OTHER CULINARY CONCEITS: 
COOKING AND CLASS IN THE 
TWENTIETH-CENTURY SOUTH
Andrew P. Haley, associate professor of history, presented 
“Chicken Spaghetti and Other Culinary Conceits: 
Cooking and Class in the Twentieth-Century South” in 
the fall of 2018. Discussing what was said and unsaid at 
the kitchen table, Haley explored community cookbooks, 
daily dining and social class in Mississippi in the lecture.
The foods we eat are part of a story we tell the world 
about ourselves: I am a vegetarian, he is a “meat and 
potatoes” kind of guy, she has a “delicate appetite.” In the 
first half of the twentieth century, the relatively inexpensive 
and easily prepared cuisine cooked in Southern kitchens 
suggested that the South was an egalitarian region and 
mitigated differences of class and race. 
EDIBLE BOOK FESTIVAL
Since 2015, University Libraries has hosted the annual 
Edible Book Festival, which features food inspired by 
literary titles, characters or authors.  Submissions have 
included a look at the paperback classic Valley of the 
Dolls, an angry crepe (The Crepes of Wrath), and a cake 
that looks like Curious George. At the 2019 festival, 
students from a University nutrition class showcased 
their “edible books” as part of the event. 
Started in 1999, the International Edible Book Festival 
is held annually on or around April 1 - the birthday of 
Jean-Anthelme Brillat-Savarin (1755 - 1826), the French 
author of a witty book on food, titled Physiologie du goût. 
University Libraries was the first in Mississippi to host 
an Edible Book Festival.  These events not only promote 
reading and books, but they also allow participants to 
show their creativity and even a fondness for puns. 
EXHIBIT FEATURES 
MATERIALS FROM THE 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION  
FOR WOMEN
The exhibit, The National Organization for Women 
(NOW), 1980-1985, featured pieces from the papers 
of women involved in NOW during the 1980s and 
showcased the variety of materials in the collection and 
the topics that concerned women during this time. 
Organized in 1966, NOW was an advocate for women’s 
rights, the Equal Rights Amendment, lesbian rights 
and reproductive freedom. This collection contains 
correspondence, flyers, press releases, membership lists, 
and other types of documents from the state and national 
groups. These items help researchers look at the issues 
that impacted women in the early 1980s and how many 
of these topics are still relevant today.
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WRITER HONOR
Juana Martinez-Neal, for Alma and How She Got Her 
Name (illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal, published by 
Candlewick)
Matt James, for The Funeral (illustrated by Matt James, 
published by Groundwood Books)
Keith Calabrese, for Lena’s Shoes are Nervous 
(illustrated by Juana Medina, published by Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers)
ILLUSTRATOR HONOR
Jessica Love, for Julián is a Mermaid (written by Jessica 
Love, published by Candlewick)
Jane McGuinness, for Prickly Hedgehogs! (written by 
Jane McGuinness, published by Candlewick)
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2019 EZRA JACK KEATS 
AWARD WINNER FOR WRITER 
John Sullivan, for Kitten and the Night Watchman
Illustrated by Taeeun Yoo
Published by Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books
2019 EZRA JACK KEATS AWARD 
WINNER FOR ILLUSTRATOR 
Oge Mora, for Thank you, Omu!
Written by Oge Mora
Published by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
2019 EZRA JACK KEATS AWARD 
The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, in partnership with 
the de Grummond Children’s Literature Collection at 
The University of Southern Mississippi, presented the 
33rd annual Ezra Jack Keats Award at the Fay B. Kaigler 
Children’s Book Festival on April 4. The Ezra Jack Keats 
Award is given to a writer and an illustrator early in their 
careers for their outstanding work. 
Sophie Blackall, who won the 2003 EJK Award for 
Illustrator for her children’s book, Ruby’s Wish, as well  
as two Caldecott Medals, in 2016 for Finding Winnie and 
the most recent this year for Hello Lighthouse, presented 
the 2019 Ezra Jack Keats Award. Bweela Steptoe, a 
renowned designer of unique wearable art, delivered the 
Keats Lecture.SPECIAL GUESTS PAY TRIBUTE 
TO RICHARD PECK DURING 
CHILDREN’S BOOK FESTIVAL
Longtime friend 
of the Fay B. 
Kaigler Children’s 
Book Festival and 
de Grummond 
Children’s 
Literature 
Collection, Richard Peck, was celebrated in a special 
session during the 2019 festival. 
Longtime friends of Peck formed a panel to share 
memories of the late award-winning author. Members 
of the panel included Paul Zelinksy, Caldecott Award-
winning illustrator; Louise Bourden, children’s literature 
author; Chuck Galey, author, illustrator, teaching artist 
and speaker; Cheryl Peck, Richard Peck’s sister; Patsy 
Perritt, Louisiana State University professor emeritus 
in library and information science and friend to Richard 
Peck; Sonya Sones, author and poet; Bennett Tramer, 
writer and producer; and Maryann Macdonald, children’s 
literature author. 
A film by Sonya Sones was presented, and the audience of 
more than 300 were invited to share their memories of Peck. 
Peck’s friendship with the University began in 1985 
when he began donating his papers to the de Grummond 
Collection. In 1991, he won the University of Southern 
Mississippi Medallion and was the Keats Lecturer 
in 2010. In 2016, Peck established a scholarship for 
the festival and donated funds to the de Grummond 
Collection to support collection development. 
Peck is a Newbery Award-winning author of 35 novels 
for children and young adults. He was born in Decatur, 
Illinois, and lived in New York City for nearly 50 years 
until his death in May 2018. 
10TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF COLEEN SALLEY 
STORYTELLING AWARD
The Coleen Salley Storytelling 
Award was established in 
2010 to honor the memory 
of Children’s Book Festival 
supporter, storyteller and 
children’s literature advocate, 
Coleen Salley.  Throughout 
her career, Salley worked 
tirelessly to promote quality 
children’s literature and 
reading.  Each year the award recognizes a storyteller 
whose mission reflects the ideals and dedication to the 
field that Salley personified.  
At the 2019 festival, the anniversary was recognized 
with members of Salley’s family in attendance. The 2019 
award was presented to William Joyce, a well-known 
author, illustrator, producer, owner of Moonbot Studios, 
and Academy Award winner for Best Short Animated 
Film for The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris, which 
he wrote and co-directed. 
The session is supported by the family of Coleen Salley, 
the Coleen Salley Storytelling Endowment, and the 
University of Southern Mississippi Foundation. 
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MARGARET LOPEZ DONATION
In 2018, the de Grummond 
Collection was gifted a 
research endowment by 
the niece of Syd Hoff to be 
used in examining the Hoff 
papers that are held in the 
Collection. In 2019, the 
Collection received another 
gift of Syd Hoff materials 
from Margaret Lopez.
Lopez’s brother was married to Hoff’s daughter, and after 
her brother’s passing, when cleaning out his home, she 
found original art Hoff had given to his daughter. She 
was determined to find the right place for the materials, 
and when she searched the Internet, she found the de 
Grummond Collection.
Ellen Ruffin, curator of the Collection, traveled to West 
Palm Beach, Fla. in May 2019 to meet Lopez and receive 
the collection. The collection of original art and books is 
a great addition to the existing Hoff archive, and because 
Hoff himself gifted the materials to his daughter, this 
makes it interesting and personal. 
H. A.  REY’S GREAT  
NIECE VISITS THE DE 
GRUMMOND COLLECTION 
Ever since Dr. Lena de 
Grummond first wrote 
to H. A. Rey in 1966, 
the de Grummond 
Collection has had a 
deep connection to the 
Reys. The relationship 
continues today with 
Margerita Gerborg, the 
great niece of the Rey’s. 
Gerborg wrote to de Grummond that she and her 
husband would be driving through Hattiesburg as they 
traveled from Florida to their home in Ohio. During 
their visit, Gerborg and Ellen Ruffin, curator of the de 
Grummond Collection, spent the day examining pieces 
from the archive. 
As a result of Gerborg’s visit, a Rey reunion has been 
planned for June 2020, when all of the cousins from 
all over the world will gather in Hattiesburg to see the 
Rey Archive. 
MAX GRIVNO DONATION
Dr. Max L. Grivno, 
associate professor of 
history, specializes in the 
antebellum South, slavery 
and economic and labor 
history. He personally 
procured several items that 
support his research of 
how slavery was presented 
and perceived beginning 
in the Progressive era 
through the death of the last people that had lived under 
slavery, and generously donated those items to Special 
Collections to allow these items to be used by other 
scholars for their research. 
Among the items donated were two letters concerning 
the slave trade, which reveal how the slave trader sought 
to hide a case of the measles among the enslaved. 
Correspondence from the antebellum is increasingly 
difficult and costly to acquire because of the limited 
amount in private hands. Grivno has donated more  
than two dozen items that mostly include images of 
former slaves. 
GARLAND SULLIVAN DONATION
Garland Sullivan, a retired employee of the University, 
orchestrated the first Mystic Krewe of Zeus gift in 1998. 
Since then, he has made 37 hand deliveries of Zeus 
material to Special Collections. The Krewe of Zeus is a 
95-year-old organization, and Sullivan ensures that the 
archive remains up to date
His mother, C. Caruthers (Norma) Sullivan served as the 
executive director for 40 years. She was instrumental 
in elevating the notoriety of the Krewe of Zeus in the 
1930s, and his donations from the organization are 
his way of preserving her memory. Sullivan’s mother 
assumed responsibility of organizing the annual carnival 
ball following the reign of her husband as King Zeus XII 
in 1950. 
Sullivan has also donated records for other organizations 
of which he is a member, including the Rotary Club and 
the Hattiesburg Area Chamber of Commerce. 
E N H A N C E  C O L L E C T I O N S
D O N O R S  P R OV I D E 
M AT E R I A L S  T O
THE GREAT GATSBY
Written in 1925, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby 
is widely considered to be one of the author’s greatest 
works. Special Collections is home this highly valued 
collectible that is identified by a number of misprints, 
including “chatter” on page 60, line 16; “northern” on 
page 119, line 22; “sick in tired” on page 205, lines 9-10; 
and “Union Street Station” on page 211, lines 7-8.
Charles Scribner’s Sons first published The Great 
Gatsby in April of 1925. 
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MARYANNE ANTHONY
AWARDS
2019 Southern Miss Gulf Coast Staff Excellence Award
ALLISA BECK
PRESENTATIONS
Beck, Allisa. “A History of Gulf Park College for 
Women,” Mississippi Library Association Annual 
Conference, Meridian, MS, October 19, 2018.
HALI BLACK
PUBLICATIONS
Black, Hali. “Review of How We Bury Our Dead.” 
Mississippi Libraries 82, no. 1 (spring 2019): 23-24.
JENNIFER BRANNOCK
AWARDS
Gale Cengage Learning History Research and 
Innovation Award, Reference and User Services 
Association, American Library Association 
PRESENTATIONS
Brannock, Jennifer. “Takin’ It to the Streets: The Pros 
and Cons of Pushing Exhibits Online,” Society of 
Mississippi Archivists, Starkville, MS, 2019. 
Brannock, Jennifer. “Like Tango and Cash: Successful 
Partnerships to Increase Special Collections 
Instruction,” Teaching Undergraduates with Archives, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, 2018. 
Brannock, Jennifer; Baldwin, DeeDee; La Beaud, 
Elizabeth; Vance-Ali, Mona. “From Analog to Digital: 
Making Your Collections Available Online,” Mississippi 
Library Association Annual Conference, Meridian,  
MS, 2018. 
Brannock, Jennifer. “Choose Your Own Adventure: 
Student Curated Exhibits at The University of 
Southern Mississippi,” Southern Archivists Conference, 
Montgomery, AL, 2018. 
Brannock, Jennifer. “LibGuides, Exhibits, and Publicity…
Oh My! Student Success at Southern Miss,” Mississippi 
Library Association Chapter of the Association of 
College and Research Libraries, Summer Meeting, 
Oxford, MS, 2018. 
LUCY CAMERON 
University Libraries Staff Excellence Award
JENNIFER CULLEY
PRESENTATIONS
Culley, Jennifer. “Libraries Purchasing Textbooks,” 
Charleston Conference, November 2018.
XIAOJIE DUAN
AWARDS
Recipient of the Chinese American Librarian 
Association President Recognition Reward 
PRESENTATIONS
Duan, Xiaojie. “How You Serve Them? A Conversation 
Between Chinese Students, Librarians, and Virtual 
Reference Services,” 2018 Chinese American 
Librarians Association Annual Conference Poster 
Session, June 2018.
TRACY ENGLERT
PRESENTATIONS
Englert, Tracy. “Finding and Funding Your STEM 
Programming and Your Professional Development,” 
Southeast Science Boot Camp for Librarians, Ocean 
Springs, MS, August 2, 2018.
PUBLICATIONS
Englert, Tracy and Elena Azadbakht. “Promoting 
Student Wellbeing through a Student Success 
Collection,” Book Chapter in Bibliotherapy, 2018.
AWARDS,
PRESENTATIONS,
AND 
PUBLICATIONS
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JOYCE M. SHAW
PRESENTATIONS
Shaw, J. M. “Gulf Coast Research Laboratory 
Publications and Aquila: A Successful Partnership,” 
Mississippi Academy of Sciences Annual Conference, 
February 2019. 
Shaw, J. M. “The State of Mississippi Libraries,” 
Mississippi Library Association Annual Conference, 
Meridian, MS, October 2018. 
PUBLICATIONS 
Osborne, A., L. Barnes, J. M. Shaw, and S. Cunetto. 
2018. State of Mississippi Libraries: Opening General 
Session of the 2018 MLA Annual Conference. 
Mississippi Libraries 81(4):  90-93. 
Shaw, J. M. 2018. 2018 Science Boot Camp for 
Librarians Southeast. Mississippi Libraries 81(3): 71-72.
Shaw, J. M. 2018. News Brief: Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory (GCRL) Science Café. Mississippi Libraries 
81 (2), p. 35.
LORRAINE STUART
PRESENTATIONS
Stuart, Lorraine A. “Introduction to Special Collections,” 
Descendants of the Jersey Settlers of Adams County 
Annual Meeting, Natchez, MS, April, 2019.
Stuart, Lorraine A. “ArchivesSpace Implementation 
at The University of Southern Mississippi Special 
Collections,” Society of Mississippi Archivists Annual 
Meeting, Starkville, MS, April 26, 2019.
Stuart, Lorraine A. “After the Storm: Revelatory 
Documentation of Mississippi’s Tumultuous Past,” 
Society of Mississippi Archivists Annual Meeting, 
Starkville, MS, April 25, 2019.
Stuart, Lorraine A. “ArchivesSpace Implementation 
at The University of Southern Mississippi Special 
Collections,” LYRASIS, Online Forum, March 18, 2019.
Stuart, Lorraine A. “(G)LAMonomics: The Economic 
Drivers and Barriers to Collaboration Across Libraries, 
Archives and Museums,” Society of American Archivists 
Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, August 18, 2018.
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MICHELE FRASIER-ROBINSON
PRESENTATIONS
Frasier-Robinson, Michele. “Fostering an Environment of 
Academic Integrity at Southern Miss,” Poster presented 
at Mississippi Library Association Annual Conference, 
Meridian, MS, October 18, 2018.
Frasier-Robinson, Michele. “Libraries and Academic 
Integrity: What Are We Doing to Educate Students?” 
South Carolina/Southeastern Library Association Joint 
Conference, Greenville, SC, November 2, 2018.
Frasier-Robinson, Michele. “Open Access in Education 
and the Social Sciences.” Panel Discussion, University 
Libraries Open Access Event, The University of Southern 
Mississippi, October 4, 2018.
PUBLICATIONS
Frasier-Robinson, Michele. Review of “Black Tudors: The 
Untold Story.” CHOICE: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries 55, no. 11 (2018): 4205. 
SARAH MANGRUM
AWARDS
Mangrum, Sarah. Ed.D. in Higher Education 
Administration from The University of Southern 
Mississippi, May 9, 2019.
Selected as Mentee in the 2019-20 Library Leadership 
and Management Association Mentoring Program, June 
20, 2019-April 30, 2020.
KATHRYN NEW
PRESENTATIONS
New, Kathryn. “Engaging Generation Z Students in 
Library Instruction,” Poster Presented at Mississippi 
Library Association Annual Conference, Meridian, MS, 
October 18, 2018.
New, Kathryn. “Engaging Generation Z Students in 
Library Instruction,” Poster Presented at American 
Library Association Annual Conference, Washington, 
DC, June 22, 2019.
PUBLICATIONS
New, Kathryn. “Review of Landing on the Edge of 
Eternity: Twenty-Four Hours at Omaha Beach.” CHOICE 
(March 2019).
New, Kathryn. “Review of Hurricane Katrina and the 
Forgotten Coast of Mississippi.” Mississippi Libraries 81, 
no. 4 (Winter 2018): 99-100.
NADINE PHILLIPS
PUBLICATIONS
Phillips, Nadine. “Review of Fannye Cook: Mississippi’s 
Pioneering Conservationist.” Mississippi Libraries 81, 
no. 2 (Summer 2018): 46-47.
ELLEN RUFFIN
PRESENTATIONS
Brannock, J., Ruffin, E. H., Faculty First Week, “Speed 
Dating with Documents: Integrating Special Collections 
into Your Course,” Office of the Provost, The University 
of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS, United 
States, 2019. 
Ruffin, E. H., Southern Archivists Conference, “The 
Spiritual Lives of 19th Century Children as Depicted in 
Chapbooks, Children’s Bibles, and Novels Held in the de 
Grummond Children’s Literature Collection,” Society of 
Alabama Archivists, Louisiana Archives and Manuscripts 
Association, Society of Mississippi Archivists, Society of 
Tennessee Archivists, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, AL, September 13, 2018. 
PUBLICATIONS
Ruffin, E. H. (2019). “A Superhero...in Person: Dav 
Pilkey’s Remarkable Visit and Message.” Children and 
Libraries: The Journal of the Association for Library 
Service to Children, 17(1), 11-13. 
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